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Friday 18th March 2016 
From Mrs May 

I cannot believe how quickly this term has passed, but the Easter holidays are already upon us. This 

week we have been celebrating Shakespeare and his plays. I went into KS1 on Wednesday and was 

not allowed out until I had been told that all of Uranus’ moons are named after Shakespearean 

characters. What a lovely link between their topic and Shakespeare. On Tuesday, I popped into LKS2. 

They were all hurling Shakespearean insults at each other (and having loads of fun in the process). I 

went back yesterday to video their performance. You 

can view it on our website now 

(http://www.longwoodschool.co.uk/Videos.php). 

UKS2 went to The Globe yesterday to watch a 

performance of Twelfth Night. Today FA, KS1, LKS2 

and UKS2 are all taking part in workshops based on A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream. I am looking forward to 

the sharing session at the end of the day, when we 

will get to see what everyone has been doing.  

Staying on the drama theme, I would like to 

thank Miss Cowan and the drama group for a 

real treat on Monday after school. The 

parents and I watched two performances of 

the same script, “Bugs in Space”, but with 

very different interpretations. It was lovely 

seeing what the children have been doing in 

their after-school club. Well done to the 

winners and the runners up! 

Last week, all children in years 1 – 6 were tested in reading, spelling and writing. I am delighted to 

report that the results are fantastic. Please see the separate document attached to this newsletter 

with more details, but to summarise… 

Reading  

The Longwood average in September was 107. Today it is 114. (The national average is 100.) 

Spelling 

The Longwood average in September was 108. Today it is 112. (The national average is 100.) 

Writing – Our writing tests are not standardised. Instead, children are deemed to be working at an 

emerging, progressing or secure level for their age. Results are more difficult to put into numbers, 

but the results have also improved in this area.  
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Thank you to those parents who have completed a parent survey. If you have not yet done so, 

please take a few minutes to give us your valuable feedback. The questionnaire is attached to this 

newsletter.  

 

From Mr Livesey – Staff Continued 

Sarah Watts 

Sarah started at Longwood in 1997. 

She gained her Level 3 qualification, 

and is one of our longstanding group 

leaders. She has much knowledge and 

experience working with our other 

key staff for many years and in all of 

our nursery groups. Sarah now plans 

and implements fun and exciting 

learning experiences for the children 

in Oak.  

Sarah has been involved in many charity events including runs, swims and bakes; with many working 

alongside her colleagues. She also coaches and supports her local children’s swimming club.  

Sarah says that her children gained such a great start in life attending Longwood for many years 

since they were babies. Thank you Sarah for your dedication, loyalty and tremendous support since 

your teenage years!  

New equipment 

This week, UKS2 class received a new desktop computer for the children to undertake topic work. 

Oak staff received a new laptop and camera for their child assessment records. Oak and Cherry 

received many new sets of books; and the domestic assistants received another new washing 

machine! 

 

After School Club 

We made a festival of flowers using coloured paper. 

Some of us made daffodils and some made daisies and 

lilies. Here you can see us colouring in the petals. 

Spring is in the air! 
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After School Golf Club 

Please note that Golf Club will be on Thursdays (instead of Tuesdays) for the summer term. There 

are still places available. 

 

From the Friends of Longwood 

Use of funds 

In the last FoL newsletter it was mentioned that the lighting rig was in the process of being 

purchased. However, during one of the Committee meetings this term, it transpired that the lighting 

rig (that was earmarked to be purchased) was actually not used during the Christmas Shows last 

year. The reason being that it did not function as it was supposed to. In addition, the numerous 

pieces, that make up the whole lighting rig, are clunky and require quite a lot of storage space. A 

question was raised whether the school indeed needed this type of lighting equipment. You will all 

hopefully agree that the Christmas Shows last year were all fabulous and the spotlight used was 

actually sufficient for the size of our school hall.   

The FoL Committee therefore decided that instead of purchasing a lighting rig (that would be used 

once a year and would require a lot of storage space) stage extensions should be purchased. These 

would help all our children to be “on stage” during any performances including class assemblies, 

where appropriate. During the last few months, quotes have been obtained for the stage extensions 

and these come at around £1,500 to £1,800 – roughly the same amount as was earmarked for the 

lighting rig. Unless there are any objections from any of the FoL members, the stage extensions will 

be purchased instead of the lighting rig at the beginning of the summer term.  

If you have any questions or objections relating to this, please contact us at 

fol@longwoodschool.co.uk by 18th April 2016. 

 

News from Nursery  

The nursery children will be celebrating the Easter festival next week. Exciting arts and crafts will be 

enjoyed, as well as fun and games, the baking of Easter cakes, creating yummy chocolate Easter 

nests and most importantly the Easter Egg Hunt. If you have been asked to bring chocolate 

eggs in for your child, please can they be small/tiny and wrapped. Thank you and happy 

holidays! 

 

mailto:fol@longwoodschool.co.uk
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News from UKS2 - Our visit to Lee Valley – by Henrietta 

We started off our packed day with orienteering. Each group was partnered up with an adult. There 

were many different posts that we had to visit to find all the different letters that would give us 

points if we got the correct letter (each letter gave each team five points). The winning group were 

the Navigators who were also back to the base first.  We got quite wet but we really did not care as 

we had so much fun. 

Soon it was lunch time; we all had a rest and ate our packed lunches. After lunch we went straight 

into our next activity. We joined up with LKS2 for the afternoon. The first thing we did was go out to 

collect different twigs and leaves. When we got back, we were given a piece of white cloth. We got 

some of our flowers and leaves and made a colourful pattern. This was done by bashing a stone onto 

the cloth where there was a leaf. This is called flower pounding. When everybody had finished, each 

person was given a bag with air drying clay. We each used the clay to make any model that we 

wanted. To make our designs look natural we used the leftover twigs to add some details. The last 

activity we did was planting a broad bean seed that we could take home and look after.  We used 

newspaper for our temporary pots then used old milk bottles to fill the pots (this stopped soil from 

going everywhere). 

On the way back in the coach we were all tired but very satisfied with a very fun packed trip. 

Our visit to the Globe Theatre – by Louis and Tiana 

On Thursday the 17th of March, UKS2 went to the Globe Theatre to watch Twelfth Night. 

First we walked to Bushey Station and got on a train to Euston. We then got on a tube to London 
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Bridge. When we arrived we went to Southwark Cathedral which had a stained glass window with 

pictures of Shakespeare’s plays. As we walked to the Southbank, we passed the Golden Hind, the 

boat that Sir. Francis Drake sailed to defeat the Spanish Armada. We then passed a bishop’s palace 

that had been partly demolished. Lastly we passed the Clink Prison which had a body hanging from 

the prison in a cage.  Then we had lunch by the River Thames and we got to sit in the ferryman’s seat 

which was extremely comfortable.  

Next we walked to the Globe to watch Twelfth Night. The boxes we sat in were very high and we had 

a great view. The play was about a brother and his twin sister who get separated from each other 

during a shipwreck. Viola, the girl, dresses as a man and serves the famous Count Orsino. A famous 

quote from the play is “What country, my friends, is this?’’ The clothes and music were modern but 

the actors used Shakespeare’s language. The funny characters were excellent especially Malvolio in 

his yellow stockings. It was great because we knew the story so well. 

After a quick snack, we walked back to the station and made our way to Stanmore. A busy day. 

 

 

Congratulations 

Well done to Isabel (FW). She showed me a lovely collage with lots of signs of spring. There was a 

very happy frog and a beautiful sparkly sun. Thank you for cheering me up, Isabel. 

Congratulations too to Henrietta (UKS2), who took the lead role in organising an Easter egg hunt for 

all of KS2. Along with the other Year 6 pupils, she wrote clues, planned where to hide the clues, 

made sure there were prizes and explained the hunt instructions clearly and succinctly. A teacher in 

the making perhaps? Thank you, Henrietta.  

 

Attachments To This Newsletter 

 Parent survey 

 Easter academic results 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

NB – All new items are highlighted 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 6th May During the school day KS1 visit to 
Rickmansworth 
Waterways Trust 

Packed lunch and 
packed snack required 

 
The children will take part in a programme designed for primary schools "Learning at the Lock". It 
includes activities such as working locks, canal trips and inside knowledge of life in canals’ 
commercial heyday. The cost is £20 and this will be added to your account. 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Friday 20th May 9am in the school hall FA Class Assembly All FA parents 
welcome to attend 
 

Friday 27th May During the school day Talent Show School council to 
organise a sign up 
system. 
 

Wednesday 8th June Leave school at 9, 
return by 3.30 

LKS2 to the Chiltern 
Open Air Museum 
 

Packed lunch and 
packed snack required 

 
The Chiltern Open Air Museum is a beautiful open air museum with an outstanding collection of 
historic buildings and a working traditional farm. We have booked workshops on Stone Age 
Settlements and Building Shelters, which link in to the LKS2 topic work. The cost is £25 and this 
will be added to your account. 
 

Friday 17th June Leave school at 9am, 
return by 3pm 

FT & FW to Woodside 
Animal Farm 

Packed lunch and 
packed snack required 

 
Woodside Farm is in Slip End, Luton. We will travel by coach and spend the day in a secure 
environment looking at different animals and having fun together. We have booked a “hands on 
animal encounter” and a tractor ride and will also have access to some fairground rides. The cost 
is £22 and this will be added to your account. 
 

Tuesday 21st – Friday 
24th June 

4 days UKS2 to France Separate information 
given 

Saturday 25th June 12pm – 2pm in the 
school grounds 
 

Summer Fete More details to follow 

Wednesday 29th June 9am-3pm  FA trip to Windsor 
Castle 

Packed lunch required 

 
We have pre-booked a school session, helping the children to appreciate castle life in the past. 
Travel will be by coach and the trip will be during school time. Children will need a packed lunch 
and packed snack in a disposable bag. The cost is £15 and this will be added to your account. 
 

Thursday 30th June Late 
morning/afternoon – 
to be confirmed 

Sports Day All pre-school and 
school children will be 
taking part. Parents 
welcome. Picnic lunch 
to be confirmed 

Friday 1st July School hall  Mini disco and main 
disco 

Times to be confirmed 

Monday 4th July 2-3pm Concert at Purcell 
School 

All KS2 children 
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Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Tuesday 5th July 9.05 in school hall FW Class Assembly All FW parents 
welcome 
 

Thursday 7th July 9.05 in school hall FT Class Assembly  All FT parents 
welcome 
 

Thursday 7th July 6pm in school Art Exhibition All parents in FT/FW 
and main school 
invited to view 
exhibition. Free entry. 
 

Thursday 7th July 7pm in school Year 6 Leavers’ 
Celebration 

All children in LKS2 
and UKS2 to attend. 
Parents welcome too 
(Limit 2 per child).  
 

 


